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The Berkshire Cottages were in-
fact mansions, many of which
can be visited today.

It’s rich in natural beauty, boasts a pleasant summer
climate and is less than a three-hour drive from both
New York and Boston. Add to that a wealth of art,
theatre, music and historic sites, and you have a
world-class destination.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, known as the
Berkshires’ Gilded Age, some of the wealthiest East
Coast families—Vanderbilt, Morgan, Carnegie,
Westinghouse, Wharton, just to name a few—

commiissioned architects to build summer cottages
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MASSACHUSETT'S BERKSHIRE MOUNTAIN REGION HAS
BEEN A VACATION HAVEN FOR OVER 100 YEARS.

in the area. The Berkshire Cottages were in fact

mansions, many of which can be visited today.

THE PRELUDE

Marble mason John Struthers—most famous for
supplying a new sarcophagus for the remains of
George Washington at Mount Vernon, Virginia—
built what is now Hampton Terrace Inn in 1897.
The mansion originally had 11 bedrooms, two

bathrooms and a stable.
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The Great Depression ended the Berkshires’
Gilded Age. Most of the mansions were
abandoned, with others sold and turned into resorts
or schools. Tanglewood, the Tappen family estate,
was offered as a gift to the Boston Philharmonic.
They accepted, and the now-famous Tanglewood
summer concerts began. This was good news
for Hampton Terrace, only a mile from the
Tanglewood gates. It was transformed into an inn
in 1937 and has operated as such either seasonally
or year-round ever since. Music and musicians
helped launch its harmonious beginning and

continue to “play” a part in its success.

THE OVERTURE

Stan Rosen, a concert promoter from

Georgia, and his wife, Susan, moved to Lenox,
Massachusetts, to take a new job. His project
relocated after two years, but Stan, Susan and their
four children had fallen in love with the Berkshires.
The Rosens hadn’t planned to become
innkeepers, but when Hampton Terrace came on
the market, they jumped into the adventure—and
it was a hard landing. At the close of escrow they
had 10 days to ready the inn for their first round of

summer guests.
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Prior to their purchase of the property in 1999,
Hampton Terrace had only received guests during
the Tanglewood concert season. Because it was a
part-time establishment, the owners never had to
implement the ever-growing list of building code
requirements imposed on inns and hotels. The
Rosens planned to operate year-round.

That first winter was spent gutting and rebuilding
the abandoned carriage house to create six more
guest rooms. One of the early owners of Hampton
Terrace was Robert Bonner, founder of The New
York Ledger—an original copy of which can be
seen in the Bonner room in the main house. Bonner
collected world-champion racehorses during a time
when horse racing was one of the biggest pastimes in
America. Each of the six guest rooms was named for

one of his horses.

THE SHOWSTOPPER

The next winter the family was occupied with

bringing the main house up to code. It needed new

88 Victorian Homes ¢ victorianhomesmag.com

wiring, heating, sprinklers, alarms, fire escapes ...
all unseen but expensive upgrades. While these
improvements were being made, Susan Rosen—a
faux-finish artist—was busy with the décor.

When the family purchased the home, the
entryway was baby blue, the living room Wedgewood
blue, and the dining room gunmetal gray. The palette
was much too subdued for Susan’s tastes. Years earlier
she had been inspired by a postcard she’d picked up
at England’s Brighton Beach. It depicted a long-gone
ballroom on the Brighton Beach Pier bright with
primary colors.

With postcard in hand, she chose bold hues for
the common areas of Hampton Terrace. The foyer
became bright yellow, the dining room deep red and
the bar emerald green. Only the living room retained
its original color because the Wedgewood was painted
on a fragile linen backdrop.

In 2005, the Rosens added a third building to the
property that included three king suites. At the same

time, an outdoor pool was installed. The new suites

The Great Depression ended the

Berkshires’ Gilded Age. Most of the
mansions were abandoned,
with others sold and turned

into resorts or schools.
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NOTEWORTHY —_
GUESTS

Many well-known musicians have made
Hampton Terrace Inn their home-away-from-home
while performing in the Berkshires. They may be
attracted to the area by the cultural community,
but Stan Rosen credits his antique Steinway as the
Inn’s draw.

John Williams is one of the most successful
orchestral composers alive today with five
Academy Awards, seventeen Grammys and three
Golden Globes, along with many other honors. He
enjoyed playing Stan’s piano so much that he left
a note of thanks on its lid.

Alan Menken, a musical theatre and film
composer known for crafting many classic Disney
songs, also left Stan a thank-you note. A party was
held at the Inn after a fundraising performance at
the local Shakespeare & Company Center. Alan,
in town for the event, was urged by the crowd
to play a song or two. When he began to tickle
the ivories, the room, comprised primarily of
actors and singers, erupted into song. Forty-five
minutes later, after one of the most professional,
impromptu sing-alongs on the planet, the party
was over.

A

have all the comforts of a modern resort—
living rooms, fire places, Jacuzzi tubs—but
careful architectural and furnishing choices
were made to harmonize with the Victorian
elegance of the main house. Each room is
titled for one of the Rosens’ grandmothers
and contains interesting anecdotes about its
namesake.

The famous James Taylor, a longtime
Lenox resident, tells us in song that his
Berkshire home is dreamlike in winter “on
account of that frosting.” Summer is filled
with the music of Tanglewood. Whatever
the season, a stay at The Hampton Terrace
Inn promises a melodious blend of history,

comfort and charm.
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